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Pam Bondi skyrocketed to the top of the news in November 2024 when Donald Trump
announced that she was his pick for attorney general. It was a role she wasn't initially
supposed to have, as Matt Gaetz was actually the president elect's top choice. However,
as rumors of sexual misconduct marred Gaetz's chances of being sworn in, Bondi was

selected to take over.

Her bid was successfully accepted in February 2025 and, since then, folks have been
busy trying to learn everything there is to know about the former Florida attorney
general. Numerous tragic details about Pam Bondi have since been dug up, including

several failures in her personal life. There have also been some eyebrow-raising
discoveries, like Bondi's unexpected friendship with The View's Ana Navarro.

However, what people seem most interested in is Pam Bondi's backstory and how she
transformed from an educators' daughter growing up in Tampa, Florida to a headline-
making powerhouse in the U.S. government. As she made clear during her swearing in
ceremony for U.S. attorney general, her family, friends, and faith have played a huge role
in her success. Indeed, her closest allies, as well as her pastor, were all present. However,
she's also put in the work to get to the office of AG, jumping from one career opportunity
to another and morphing to a wide variety of roles, from public office to politics, as they
became available. Here's your look inside Pam Bondi's stunning evolution.

Pam Bondi had a passion for learning from a young age
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Pamela Jo Bondi's Florida roots run deep. Born in 1965 in Tampa, she was a straight-A
student at the local King High School. After graduating in 1983, she got her Bachelor of
Arts degree in criminal justice in 1987 from the University of Florida, then her Juris
Doctor degree from the Stetson University College of Law in 1990. Bondi completed her
studies by passing the Florida Bar in 1991 after which she could begin her career in

earnest.

As it turns out, that penchant for learning was deeply ingrained in her from a young age.
Not only was her father, Joseph Bondi, a professor at the University of South Florida, but
as Pam told Elysian Magazine, "My whole family are educators." Indeed, mom Patsy

Bondi taught kindergarten, and she shared, "My sister was a principal, one of the
youngest in the county, and all my great-aunts and uncles, my grandparents, were all

educators..."

However, dad Joseph didn't just instill his love of education in Pam, he also inspired her
future transition into politics. In the 1970s, Joseph was a city councilman, then the
mayor of Temple Terrace. Despite being young, Pam told Elysian Magazine that she still
remembers her father campaigning and the passion he held for office. "He was a full-
time college professor, so he got paid a dollar a year - you know, it's honorary - but I saw

https://www.thelist.com/1800405/us-attorney-general-pam-bondi-transformation/ 3/14


https://readelysian.com/meet-pam-bondi/
https://www.instagram.com/p/vWXqNon8eK/
https://www.thelist.com/

2/9/26, 10:15 PM The Transformation Of U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi

_:[The Transformation Of U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi

Her internship under a state attorney changed everything

Pam égnd:i/ifapel?: Jic

When Pam Bondi first enrolled in the University of Florida in 1987, she knew what she
wanted to study, but she wasn't quite sure what she'd do after graduation. "I knew I
wanted to get a law degree, but I never knew if I wanted to practice law," she told Elysian
Magazine. Clarity didn't come until her final year when then-Hillsborough County State
Attorney Bill James nudged her in the right direction. James attended the same church
as the Bondi family and, as she recalled, "...[H]e talked me into signing up for a clinic at
my law school." Soon, she was interning at his office and was allowed to try four jury

trials, despite still being a student.

Initially, Bondi wasn't particularly excited about the program, but once she got into the
courtroom, she was hooked. Upon passing the Bar exam, she joined James' team as a
full-time prosecutor and never questioned her career again. "In hindsight, I think he and
my dad had conspired,"” she told the outlet.
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motto has always stuck with her. "His motto was 'Do the right thing' - simple but very

meaningful," she mused.

Pam Bondi was a prosecutor for 18 years before entering
politics

rrl Bond ‘acebook

Pam Bondi's fluke internship with Bill James turned into a full-fledged career, as she
soon found herself thriving as a prosecutor at the state attorney's office. After acing the
Bar exam in 1991, she supported the 13th judicial district as an assistant state attorney.
Bondi was first assigned to the county court department, where she tackled lower-grade
cases, ranging from misdemeanor drug offenses to DULI. Just a few years later, by the
mid-1990s, she was promoted to prosecuting felony cases and was tasked with trying to
convict high-profile offenders, including those accused of committing first-degree
murders.

Bondi excelled, and over the next 18 years, she worked on some of the highest-profile
cases in the state of Florida. One such case saw her prosecuting two local teens, Valessa
Robinson and Adam Davis, accused of killing Robinson's mother. As Bondi's then-boss,
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the outlet, "Pam, in my experience, was just always relentless, smart, thoughtful,

empathetic with victims."

As of the time of writing, Bondi still considers those 18 years a highlight of her career. "...
[M]y early years prosecuting and trying homicides. I loved it," she told Elysian Magazine.

"Iloved being in the courtroom."

Pam Bondi was involved in a headline-making dog custody
battle

@pambondi/Instagram

In November 2024, shortly after Donald Trump announced Pam Bondi as his pick for
attorney general, a series of old news articles resurfaced and revealed that Bondi was

just the latest person in Trump's orbit to have a bizarre dog controversy. The headline-

making drama took place in September 2005 after Bondi adopted a dog that had been

displaced by Hurricane Katrina. Named Master Tank, the St. Bernard was transported

from New Orleans to Florida's Pinellas County Humane Society, which is where Bondi
found him, took him home, and renamed him Noah. It was a sweet gesture but,
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Several months later, in January 2006, the Couture family found Bondi and reached out
to her, asking for their dog back. However, she flat-out refused to return him, alleging
that the pooch had been neglected. "He was dying from heartworms. They had filled his
heart," she said, per Ocala Star Banner. "I took a dog who was a walking skeleton." Bondi

claimed she had spent thousands of dollars to get him healthy while the Coutures said
they were fully aware of the pup's condition and taking care of it. Ultimately, the family
sued and the legal drama lasted 16 months before Bondi finally settled out of court and
returned the dog.

Pam Bondi made history as Florida's first female attorney
general

Mickey Aéair/Getty Images

Pam Bondi may have risen to the rank of U.S. attorney general, but politics weren't
originally part of her life plan. She was content working as a prosecutor when, yet again,
an outside force pushed her towards a new career path. It was 2009 when Republican
media strategist Adam Goodman called Bondi with a bold idea: run for Florida attorney
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The more Bondi spoke with Floridians, the more convinced she became that she could
make a big difference. Even so, the doubts lingered. "It was a horribly tough decision for
me," she admitted to Elysian Magazine, noting how she was the last candidate to enter
the ring. "I never knew if I could win - I had no name recognition; I'd only been a
prosecutor,” she mused.

In the end, voters saw no issue with her lack of political experience and, in 2010, Bondi
became the first female attorney general in Florida. She was sworn in on January 4, 2011,
and ended up serving two terms. Throughout her time in office, Bondi prioritized a
number of issues, including stopping mortgage fraud, tackling the opioid epidemic, and
winning compensation from BP for the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

She's a longtime loyal supporter of Donald Trump

Pam Bondi's friendship with Donald Trump goes back many years. The duo made
headlines in 2016 due to Trump contributing $25,000 to Bondi's 2013 re-election

campaign, per BBC. The donation came at a time when Bondji, as Florida's attorney
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concerns about a conflict of interest as critics wondered whether the contribution had

been a sort of bribe.

Even so, Trump and Bondi's relationship has continued to strengthen. In 2016, Bondi
supported Trump's presidential run and, in 2017, he appointed her to the newly created
President's Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and the Opioid Crisis. Bondi
kept her devotion on full display after she finished serving her second term as Florida
attorney general in 2019. Joining Trump's legal team, Bondi defended the former
president during both of his impeachment trials, first in 2020, then in 2021. That same
year, a group of former staffers founded the America First Policy Institute, a nonprofit
think tank pushing Trump's agenda, and Bondi served as the inaugural chair of the
Center for Litigation. What's more, she even showed her support as a friend and citizen
by attending Trump's hush money trial in New York in 2024 in a non-legal capacity.

Pam Bondi transitioned to being a successful lobbyist
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Alex Wong/Getty Images

Pam Bondi's career has been full of twists and turns and, in January 2019, she found yet
another calling. This time, Bondi tried her hand at being a lobbyist. After finishing her
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attorney general in 2025. While at Ballard, Bondi lobbied on behalf of a variety of clients,

which ranged from Fortune 500 companies to foreign governments.

As the New York Times learned, just some of the institutions she represented were

Amazon, Uber, and the government of Qatar. The latter reportedly paid Bondi a
whopping $115,000 per month so that she would lobby Congress for them. That was a
fact that Bondi didn't share with the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary while she

was in the running for U.S. attorney general. The omission raised red flags, as U.S. Senate
Democratic Whip Dick Durbin slammed, "I'm disappointed that Pam Bondi failed to list
several clear conflicts of interest, which indicates she does not take these conflicts
seriously." In the end, though, her stint as a lobbyist had little effect on her political
future.

Her love life hasn't always been smooth sailing

@ pambondi/Instagram

il

She's managed to keep much of her love life under wraps, but what we do know about

Pam Bondi's relationship history is that it's not picture-perfect. Bondi first tied the knot

in 1990, saying "I do" to a man named Garret Barnes. Unfortunately, they were only
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marriage, Bondi then became engaged for a third time in 2012 and nearly married
ophthalmologist Greg Henderson, but the couple split in 2015.

These days, Bondi is with John D. Wakefield, a founding principal of a private equity firm
called VW Multifamily, which invests in real estate in Florida and the Carolinas.
Wakefield, who is a dad of three, first appeared on Bondi's social media in October 2017
when they attended a Bruno Mars concert. They've been together ever since, even
getting married in secret.

Indeed, Wakefield was right by Bondi's side at one of the most important occasions in
her life: her swearing in as attorney general in February 2025. During the ceremony,
which took place inside the Oval Office, Wakefield held the Bible for Bondi while she
took her oath of office. Once finished, he beamed at his partner and received some
surprise praise from the president himself. "I just want to introduce her very, very
handsome husband,"” Donald Trump told the room before quipping, "I hate being
around him -- he looks too good," (via YouTube).

Her physical transtormation sparked plastic surgery rumors

|
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ever seen,” one X, formerly Twitter, user proclaimed. Soon, speculation began over

whether or not Bondi had any work done. Indeed, Bondi looked unrecognizable in pics

before the rumored plastic surgery, which only added fuel to the fire.

The Irish Star spoke with board-certified plastic surgeon Dr. Sean McNally, who claimed
that most of the transformation was likely caused by the fact that Bondi dropped about
50 pounds in 2024. However, he noted that such a substantial loss would have resulted in
a leaner face and looser skin around the neck. "First off, her cheeks appear more
youthfully full, which isn't what happens with weight loss," he explained. However,
according to Dr. McNally that could have easily been solved with fillers. As for her neck,
"She may have had minimally-invasive skin tightening with Renuvion or RF

microneedling to help address this area."

Plastic surgeon Dr. Paul Rosenberg agreed, telling the Daily Mail that Bondi may have
undergone a face lift or neck lift after losing as much as 70 pounds. "Her nasolabial folds
[creases that run from the sides of the nose to the corners of the mouth] are better in

more recent photos and there is less sagging compared to before," he mused.

Pam Bondi swooped in as Matt Gaetz bowed out
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@pambondi/lnstagram

In late 2024, an increasing number of scandalous things came out about Matt Gaetz,

including a DUI arrest and allegations about the misuse of taxpayer funds. In the end,
the former Florida representative was forced to bow out of the race for attorney general.
Donald Trump quickly replaced his initial pick with a fellow Floridian, Pam Bondi, who
swooped in and clenched the confirmation. In explaining his decision, Trump praised
his longtime ally, gushing, per AP, "Pam will refocus the DOJ to its intended purpose of

fighting crime, and making America safe again."

Indeed, even Gaetz publicly supported his replacement, telling followers they knew each
other well after working together for several years. Gaetz praised Bondi on X, writing,
"She's a proven litigator, an inspiring leader and a champion for all Americans. She will
bring the needed reforms to DOJ."

As for Bondi herself, despite concerns about her being too close to President Trump, she
assured the Senate Judiciary Committee, per Reuters, "There will never be an enemies
list within the Department of Justice. I will not politicize that office. I will not target
people simply because of their political affiliation." Doubt lingered on the Left, but
Republicans were satisfied with Bondi's assurances and, in February 2025, the Senate
confirmed Bondi as the 87th United States attorney general in a 54-46 vote.
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